STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 20,270

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
for Children and Fam |ies, Econom c Services reducing her
Food Stanps. The issue is whether the Departnent correctly
determ ned the petitioner's benefits according to the

perti nent regul ations.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is disabled and |ives by herself in
an apartnment. Prior to April 2006 the petitioner received
$152 a month in Food Stanps based on her Social Security
i ncome and her housing costs. In March 2006 the petitioner
reported that her rent had decreased because she had becone
eligible for a housing subsidy.

2. Following a review of her Food Stanp eligibility in

March the Departnment determ ned that the petitioner's



Fair Hearing No. 20,270 Page 2

decreased housing costs would result in a reduction in her
Food Stanps to $129 per nonth effective April 1, 2006.°1

3. At a hearing in this nmatter held on May 22, 2006 the
petitioner did not disagree with any of the Departnent's
determ nations regardi ng her income and housi ng expenses. In
April her incone consisted of $675 in Social Security
paynents and rent payments of $227 after her subsidy.

4. The matter was continued to allow the petitioner to
docunent any nedi cal expenses that she pays out-of - pocket.
The petitioner does not appear to dispute that her out-of-

pocket nedi cal expenses do no exceed $35 a nonth.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
The Food Stanp regul ations include all Social Security
paynents as unearned incone. Food Stanp Manual (F.S.M) 8§
273.9(b). Deductions fromincone are limted to those
specifically itemzed in the regulations. Food Stanp Mnual

(F.S M) & 273.9(d). Al househol ds under five persons

L' At a further reviewin May 2006 this amount was adjusted $130 a nonth,
effective July 1, 2006.
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receive a "standard deduction" of $134, and those with earned
i ncome can deduct 20 percent of that incone.

Househol ds are also entitled to a "shelter deduction” in
t he amount by which their total shelter costs exceed one half
of their net incone. See F.S.M 88 273.9(d)(5-6). The
petitioner does not dispute that the Departnment correctly
cal cul ated her conbined shelter and utility deduction for
April as $467.48 a nonth. Based on the above information,
t he Departnent determ ned that the petitioner's net incone
for April, after the standard deduction and the excess
shel ter deduction, was $73.56. The anmount of Food Stanps
payabl e to a one-person household with this inconme is $129 a
nont h. See P-2590D

Househol ds with certai n out-of-pocket nedical expenses
can al so deduct these expenses fromincone in the anmount that
exceeds $35 a nmonth. See F.S.M 88 273.9(d)(3). In this
case the petitioner has not shown that her nonthly nedical
expenses exceed $35, and she has not been allowed a deduction
for this purpose.

| nasmuch as the petitioner does not dispute that the
Departnment’'s decision in this matter accurately reflected her
i ncome and expenses as of April 2006, and cannot show t hat

t he anobunt of her Food Stanps was not determ ned in accord
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with the applicable regulations, the Board is bound by law to
affirmthe Departnment's decision. 3 V.S. A 8§ 3091(d), Fair

Hearing Rule No. 17.



